THE TRAINING OF A RULER
and are then resuscitated. It seems as if there
were seasonal variations."
"What you say is certainly true of nations.
They have a spring and a winter, more than one.
At length they perish."
"It is because there are recurring seasons in
the national life that I have never been much
alarmed that winter now prevails in Germany,"
said I. "A hundred years ago and more, when
Germany had fallen on evil days, Goethe made
fun of those who spoke of our 'decay.' Have you
studied any of the notable figures of our political
life?"
"Bismarck/' he promptly answered. "From
the outlook of political actualities, he was the
greatest man of his century. I have never thought
of him as merely the comic figure with three
hairs on his bald head and a heavy footfall. Your
book confirmed my impression how versatile and
complex he was. In Germany, do people know
much about Cavour?"
"Very little," I answered. "They know much
more about Mazzini. Recently I read a very fine
letter of Mazzini's to Charles Albert, written, I
think, in 1831 or 1832; the invocation of a poet
to a prince. Do you approve of Charles Albert's
having issued orders for Mazzini's imprisonment
should he cross the frontier?"
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